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Social Studies Early Settlements

Which Way Do We Go?
When the early settlers landed in the original 13 colonies, one problem that faced them was deciding 
which direction they would go.  It is important to know the directions of North, South, West, and East 
when planning any journey.  

Directions:  Use the compass rose and the map below to help you answer the following questions. 
Circle your answer.

 1. If an early settler landed in Virginia which direction would he or she need to go to reach Maryland?

 a. southeast

 b. east

 c. north

 2. For a colonist living in Massachusetts, the Atlantic Ocean  
would be located to the

 a. south

 b. east

 c. west

 3. How many colonies on the map are south of Maryland?

 a. two

 b. three

 c. one

 4. How many colonies on the map  
are north of Virginia?

 a. eight

 b. six

 c. four

 5. According to the map, Rhode Island  
is located __________________  
of New Jersey.

 a. southwest

 b. northeast

 c. northwest




