
The Ants & the Grasshopper 
 

One b r igh t  day in  l a te  au tumn a  fami l y  o f  

An ts  we re  bus t l ing  about  in  the  warm sunsh ine ,  

d ry ing  ou t  the  g ra in  they had  s to red  up  du r ing the  

summer ,  when a  s ta rv ing Grasshopper ,  h i s  f idd le  

unde r  h i s  a rm,  came up  and  humbly  begged fo r  a  

b i te  to  ea t .  

"W hat ! "  c r ied  the  An ts  in  su rp r ise ,  "haven ' t  

you  s to red  anyth ing  away fo r  the  win te r?  W hat  in  

the  wor ld  we re  you  do ing  a l l  l as t  summer?"  

" I  d idn ' t  have  t ime to  s to re  up  any  food , "  wh ined  the  Grasshopper ;  " I  

was  so  busy  mak ing  mus ic  tha t  be fo re  I  knew i t  the  summer  was  gone. "  

The  An ts  sh rugged the i r  shou lders  i n  d isgus t .  

"Mak ing  mus ic ,  we re  you?"  they  c r ied .  "Ve ry  we l l ;  now dance ! "  And  

they tu rned  the i r  backs  on  the  Grasshopper  and  went  on  w i th  the i r  wo rk .  

There's a time for work and a time for play. 

 

 

1. Underline the moral of the story. 

 

2. What does the moral mean?  _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. What words or phrases in the fable show us what the moral is?  _____________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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