
INTRODUCTION 
Students are often excited 
about the opportunity to learn 
cursive writing! To master their 
letter formation, they will need 
lots of modelling and opportu-
nities to practise their writing. 
This lesson guides you through 
how to model writing the low-
ercase and uppercase “a” and 
how to provide students with 
three different opportunities 
for independent practice. The 
lesson gives consideration to 
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic 
learning styles.  

MATERIALS
● Chart paper
● Marker
● Mini-whiteboards and 
markers or clipboards, paper, 
and pencils
● Juggling scarves (op-
tional)
● Lowercase Cursive A 
Worksheet
● Uppercase Cursive A 
Worksheet
● Cursive Letter Aa Print-
able Poster

PREPARATION
● The teacher will need 
lined chart paper to write on. 
Position the chart paper where 
all students can easily see it. 
● Each student needs 
either a mini-whiteboard and 
marker or alternatively, a clip-
board or other hard surface, 
paper, and pencil.  
● If available, each stu-
dent needs a juggling scarf. If 
scarves are not available, this 
step in the lesson can be modi-
fied. 
● Print a copy of the 
lowercase and uppercase “a” 
worksheets for each student.
● Print the letter “Aa” 
poster and hang it in the 
classroom in an area easily 
accessed by students. 

WHOLE GROUP LESSON
Begin by introducing students 
to the cursive lowercase “a.” 
Refer to the printable poster 
to show students what the 
“a” looks like. This poster can 
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Research shows that using cursive writing benefits the development of chil-
dren’s fine motor skills. Some experts believe that students who struggle with 
the physical act of printing, which has them taking their pencils off the paper 
constantly, will find handwriting an easier skill. Making the physical task of writ-

ing less laborious frees up energy to instead focus on the content of what is being written. 
Handwriting may also be a quicker method than printing for students to record their thoughts.
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remain in your classroom as 
an anchor chart for students to 
refer to when they are writing. 

Using chart paper, model 
how to write the letter “a.” It 
is helpful to provide students 
with a verbal pathway as you 
write: Around, down, swing up. 
Model the formation of the let-
ter “a” several times, using the 
verbal pathway each time.  

Model for students how to 
form the letter “a” in the air 
using a juggling scarf. If you do 
not have scarves, students can 
use their index finger to make 
the letter “a” in the air. Have 
them chime in with the verbal 
pathway as they practise form-
ing the letter several times.  
Ask students to practise writ-
ing the letter “a” on their white-
boards or paper. Have them 
make the letter several times. 
Remind them to use the verbal 
pathway.  

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
Provide each student with the 
lowercase “a” worksheets. 
Circulate around the room, 
supporting as necessary, as 
they complete the worksheets. 

Students who experience 
difficulty may need to see the 
formation modelled again and/
or be reminded of the verbal 
pathway to guide their writing.  

Ask students to share the 
names and occupations they 
thought of that begin with the 
letter “a,” which will help out 
any classmates who need 
ideas.  

FOLLOW-UP
Use this same lesson structure 
to introduce the uppercase “A.” 
Be certain to point out that the 
lowercase “a” is a short letter 
and the uppercase “A” is a tall 
letter. The printable poster is 
very helpful for showing stu-
dents the difference in height 
between the two letters. 

EXTENSIONS
Students can use other modal-
ities to practise forming their 
letters. Other ideas include:
● Salt trays
● Chalkboards
● Sime
● Sand
● Paint
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Get more cursive letters

https://primarylearning.org/teaching-tips/how-to-teach-cursive-writing/
https://primarylearning.org/printable-set/cursive-letters-a-z/
https://primarylearning.org/printable-set/cursive-letters-a-z/
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Cursive Handwriting Worksheet

Trace and write the letters:

1/2 inch horizontal ruling, red baseline, broken mid-line, with descender space.
For second grade students.

  ÍÅÄÖùÑïë:

A 
  A   A   A   A   A   A
  A   A   A   A   A   A
  A   A   A   A   A   A
  A
  A
  A
   ÄÆ§áêáô†ßáêë  ÀÖûÅîÖ¥Ï 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What Can Our Resources be Used for?
All resources on our website, including 
worksheets, lesson plans, unit plans, 
activities, workbooks, and articles, 
are for non-commercial, personal, 
classroom use only. 

By using our material you agree that you 
will not copy or reproduce the files that 
you have downloaded.

Can I Print Resources for all the Students 
in my Classroom?
Yes, you can print as many copies of 
our resources as you need for all the 
students in your class. This includes 
worksheets, lesson plans, articles, unit 
plans, workbooks, and activities.

Can I Print Resources for Homework for 
all the Students in my Class?
Yes, you can print as many copies as 
you need for your student’s homework.

Can I Share Printed Material With Other 
Teachers?
No, you can not share printed resources 
with other teachers. 

You can provide a link to the resource 
you would like to share (not direct to the 
pdf file) with other teachers, and they 
can download and print as many copies 
as they need for their classrooms as 
well.

Can I Upload a PrimaryLearning.org 
Resource to my Site?
No, you can not upload our resources, 
including worksheets, lesson plans, 
activities, unit plans, workbooks or 
articles, to your site. 

You can provide a link to the resource 
you would like to share on your website 
and use one image from that post.

Can I Modify PrimaryLearning.org 
Resources?
No, you can not modify any part of the 
material you download from our website, 
including images, text, and trademarks.

ONLINE PURCHASE

How Can I Pay for the Resources?
Payments can be made by credit card 
or PayPal. All prices are in US dollars 
and you are responsible for all costs 
of currency conversion relating to your 
transactions. Your financial institution 
does the currency conversion and may 
charge you additional fees (we don’t 
control either the conversion rates or 
your financial institution’s fees).

I Notice Additional Fees in my Invoice.
Transactions may also be subject to the 
tax that may be added to the price (like 
sales tax, VAT, or GST).

Why is an International Purchase 
Different?
With respect to sales made to European 
Union consumers, the additional charge 
will apply to the price in accordance with 
the applicable European Commission 
VAT regulations. VAT will be paid to the 
relevant tax authorities in accordance 
with the appropriate laws and regulations 
of that territory.

Can I Get a Refund?
Due to the digital nature of the service 
and resources, all sales are final, and 
no refunds are available. Please see our 
Terms of Service for more details.

PDF Document Viewing Help

What do I Need to View PDF Files?
All materials on our site have a 
downloadable version in PDF format. To 
view them, you will need Adobe Reader. 
Most computers already have this 
installed. However, if you do not have 
it installed on your computer, you can 
download it free.

I can not print the worksheet, What Can 
I Do?
Here are couple tips that will help you to 
solve this problem:

Make sure that all relevant software is 
up-to-date. Check your internet browser, 
PDF Viewer and printer drivers. There 
may be an issue with your printer and 
your PDF viewer. 

Still have questions or need help? 
Please contact us any time at support@
primarylearning.org.

EDITORIAL FEEDBACK

Mistake?
We attempt to make all resources on 
PrimaryLearning.org as accurate and up 
to date as possible. But of course like 
everyone we sometimes make mistakes! 
If you have noticed a mistake, please 
contact  us and provide the link to the 
resource. We will make the correction as 
soon as possible.

Thank you for bringing this to our 
attention.

TERMS OF USE

This license shall automatically terminate 
if you violate any  restrictions and may 
be terminated by PrimaryLearning.org at 
any time. 

Upon terminating your viewing of 
these materials or upon the termination 
of this license, you must destroy 
any downloaded materials in your 
possession whether in electronic or 
printed format.

PrimaryLearning.org may make changes 
to the resources at any time without 
notice. PrimaryLearning.org does not, 
however, make any commitment to 
update the materials.
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