
 

 

Fairytales 
 

Read the fairy tales and then fill in the table. 
 

Fairy Tale #1: 

 

A wealthy merchant lived in a mansion with his three daughters. They were all very beautiful, 
but only the youngest, twenty-year-old Belle, was lovely and pure of heart; her sisters, in 
contrast, were wicked and selfish. The merchant eventually lost all of his wealth in a tempest at 
sea. As a consequence of this, he and his daughters were forced to live in a small farmhouse 
and work for their living. After some years of this, the merchant heard that one of the trade ships 
he had sent off had arrived back in port, having escaped the destruction of its compatriots. He 
returned to the city to discover whether it contained anything valuable. Before leaving, he asked 
his daughters if they would like him to bring any gifts back for them. The oldest two asked for 
jewels and fine dresses, thinking that his wealth had returned. Belle was satisfied with the 
promise of a rose, as none grew in their part of the country. The merchant, to his dismay, found 
that his ship's cargo had been seized to pay his debts, leaving him without money to buy his 
daughters their presents. 

During his return, he became lost in a forest. Seeking shelter, he entered a dazzling palace. He 
found tables inside laden with food and drink, which seemed to have been left for him by the 
palace's invisible owner. The merchant accepted this gift and spent the night there. The next 
morning as the merchant was about to leave, he saw a rose garden and recalled that Belle had 
desired a rose. Upon picking the loveliest rose he could find, the merchant was confronted by a 
hideous 'Beast,' which told him that for taking his most precious possession after accepting his 
hospitality, the merchant must die. The merchant begged to be set free, arguing that he had 
only picked the rose as a gift for his youngest daughter. The Beast agreed to let him give the 
rose to Belle, but only if the merchant would return. 

The merchant was upset but, accepted this condition. The Beast sent him on his way, with 
jewels and fine clothes for his daughters, and stressed that Belle must never know about his 
deal. The merchant, upon arriving home, tried to hide the secret from Belle but, she pried it from 
him and willingly went to the Beast's castle. The Beast received her graciously and informed her 
that she was mistress of the castle, and he was her servant. He gave her lavish clothing and 
food and carried on lengthy conversations with her. Every night, the Beast asked Belle to marry 
him, only to be refused each time. After each refusal, Belle dreamt of a handsome prince who 
pleaded with her to answer why she kept refusing him, and she replied that she cannot marry 
the Beast because she loved him only as a friend. Belle did not make the connection between 
the handsome prince and the Beast and became convinced that the Beast was holding the 
prince captive somewhere in the castle. She searched and discovered multiple enchanted 
rooms but, never the prince from her dreams. 

For several months, Belle lived a life of luxury at the Beast's palace, having every whim catered 
to by servants, with no end of riches to amuse her and an endless supply of exquisite finery to 
wear. Eventually she became homesick and begged the Beast to allow her to go to see her 
family. He allowed it on the condition that she would return exactly a week later. Belle agreed to 
this and set off for home with an enchanted mirror and ring. The mirror allowed her to see what 
was going on back at the Beast's castle, and the ring allowed her to return to the castle in an 
instant when turned three times around her finger. Her older sisters were surprised to find her 
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well fed and dressed in finery. They were envious when they heard of her happy life at the 
castle, and, hearing that she must return to the Beast on a certain day, begged her to stay 
another day, even putting onion in their eyes to make it appear as though they were weeping. 
They hoped that the Beast would be angry with Belle for breaking her promise and would eat 
her alive. Belle's heart was moved by her sisters' false show of love, and she agreed to stay. 

Belle began to feel guilty about breaking her promise to the Beast and used the mirror to see 
him back at the castle. She was horrified to discover that the Beast was lying half-dead from 
heartbreak near the rose bushes her father had stolen from and she immediately used the ring 
to return to the Beast. 

Upon returning, Belle found the Beast almost dead, and she wept over him, saying that she 
loved him. When her tears struck him, the Beast was transformed into the handsome prince 
from Belle's dreams. The Prince informed her that long ago a fairy turned him into a hideous 
beast after he refused to let her in from the rain, and that only by finding true love, despite his 
ugliness, could the curse be broken. He and Belle were married and they lived happily ever after 
together. 
 

 
Fairy Tale #2: 
 
Once upon a time, there was a widower who married a proud and haughty woman as his 
second wife. She had two daughters, who were equally vain and selfish. By his first wife, he'd 
had a beautiful young daughter, a girl of unparalleled goodness and sweet temper. The 
stepmother and her daughters forced the first daughter into servitude, where she was made to 
work day and night in menial chores. After the girl's chores were done for the day, she would 
retire to the barren and cold room given to her, and would curl up near the fireplace in an effort 
to stay warm. She would often arise covered in cinders, giving rise to the mocking nickname 
"Cinderella." Cinderella bore the abuse patiently and dared not tell her father, since his wife 
controlled him entirely. 
One day, the Prince invited all the young ladies in the land to a ball, planning to choose a wife 
from amongst them. The two stepsisters gleefully planned their wardrobes for the ball, and 
taunted Cinderella by telling her that maids were not invited to the ball. 
As the sisters departed to the ball, Cinderella cried in despair. Her Fairy Godmother magically 
appeared and immediately began to transform Cinderella from house servant to the young lady 
she was by birth, all in the effort to get Cinderella to the ball. She turned a pumpkin into a 
golden carriage, mice into horses, a rat into a coachman, and lizards into footmen. She then 
turned Cinderella's rags into a beautiful jewelled gown, complete with a delicate pair of glass 
slippers. The Godmother told her to enjoy the ball, but warned that she had to return before 
midnight, when the spells would be broken. 

At the ball, the entire court was entranced by Cinderella, especially the Prince. At this first ball, 
Cinderella remembers to leave before midnight. Back home, Cinderella graciously thanked her 
Godmother. She then greeted the stepsisters, who had not recognized her earlier and talked of 
nothing but the beautiful girl at the ball. 

Another ball was held the next evening, and Cinderella again attended with her Godmother's 
help. The Prince had become even more infatuated, and Cinderella, in turn, became so 
enchanted by him, she lost track of time and left only at the final stroke of midnight, losing one 
of her glass slippers on the steps of the palace in her haste. The Prince chased her but, outside 
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the palace, the guards saw only a simple country girl leave. The Prince pocketed the slipper and 
vows to find and marry the girl to whom it belonged. Meanwhile, Cinderella kept the other 
slipper, which did not disappear when the spell was broken. 

The Prince tried the slipper on all the women in the kingdom. When the Prince arrived at 
Cinderella's villa, the stepsisters tried in vain to win over the prince. Cinderella asked if she 
might try, while the stepsisters taunted her. Naturally, the slipper fitted perfectly, and Cinderella 
produced the other slipper for good measure. The stepsisters both pleaded for forgiveness, and 
Cinderella agreed to let bygones be bygones. 

Cinderella married the Prince, and the stepsisters also married two lords. 
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