Daily Mind Builders™ Inferential Reasoning and Deduction

OH, FUR GOODNESS SAKES!

Read the true story below, then make an inference
based on the evidence in the story.

"Humans wearing fur-bearing animal skins dates back to prehistoric times. 2Prehistoric
humans wore animal skins on their bodies for warmth and protection and used furs for
bedding, rugs, and wall hangings around their shelters. *Even after humans had learned
to weave various materials into clothing, blankets, and rugs, there was still a strong
demand for furs. “Much of North America was explored by fur trappers looking for good
trapping grounds. S5At one time or another, fur trapping was carried out in territory that now
comprises 49 out of the 50 states. °The only state where no fur trapping ever took place
was in the state of Hawaii. Can you figure out why no animals were ever trapped for their
fur in Hawaii?

Your conclusion:

Which sentence has the best evidence to support your conclusion?

FIGURE OUT THE ORDER

According to the United Nations, the five cities with the largest population in
the world are, in alphabetical order, Bombay, Mexico City, New York, Sao
Paulo, and Tokyo. To determine their ordinal positions from first through

fifth, use the clues below to cross out answer choices in the chart that
lists all the possibilities. When all the possibilities under each choice are
crossed out except for one, the remaining answer must be correct.

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH FIFTH
Bombay Bombay Bombay Bombay Bombay
Mexico City Mexico City Mexico City Mexico City Mexico City
New York New York New York New York New York
Sao Paulo Sao Paulo Sao Paulo Sao Paulo Sao Paulo
Tokyo Tokyo Tokyo Tokyo Tokyo

1. Mexico City is larger than three other cities, but it is not the largest.
2. New York is not the largest or the smallest, but it is larger than Bombay.

3. Sao Paulo is not as large as Mexico City, but Sao Paulo is not the smallest city, as it
is larger than New York.
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Read the true story below, then make an inference
based on the evidence in the story.

"Humans wearing fur-bearing animal skins dates back to prehistoric times. 2Prehistoric
humans wore animal skins on their bodies for warmth and protection and used furs for
bedding, rugs, and wall hangings around their shelters. *Even after humans had learned
to weave various materials into clothing, blankets, and rugs, there was still a strong
demand for furs. “Much of North America was explored by fur trappers looking for good
trapping grounds. S5At one time or another, fur trapping was carried out in territory that now
comprises 49 out of the 50 states. °The only state where no fur trapping ever took place
was in the state of Hawaii. Can you figure out why no animals were ever trapped for their
fur in Hawaii?

Your conclusion: 1@waii has no fur-bearing animal to trap.
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Which sentence has the best evidence to support your conclusion?

FIGURE OUT THE ORDER

According to the United Nations, the five cities with the largest population in
the world are, in alphabetical order, Bombay, Mexico City, New York, Sao
Paulo, and Tokyo. To determine their ordinal positions from first through

fifth, use the clues below to cross out answer choices in the chart that
lists all the possibilities. When all the possibilities under each choice are
crossed out except for one, the remaining answer must be correct.

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH FIFTH
Bombay Bombay Bombay Bombay Bombay
Mexico City Mexico City Mexico City Mexico City Mexico City
New York New York New York New York New York
Sao Paulo Sao Paulo Sao Paulo Sao Paulo Sao Paulo
Tokyo Tokyo Tokyo Tokyo Tokyo

1. Mexico City is larger than three other cities, but it is not the largest.
2. New York is not the largest or the smallest, but it is larger than Bombay.

3. Sao Paulo is not as large as Mexico City, but Sao Paulo is not the smallest city, as it
is larger than New York.

FIRST SECOND THIRD FOURTH FIFTH
Tokyo Mexico City Sao Paulo New York  Bombay
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