
New Year Celebrations
Around the World
How did you celebrate the start of the new year
2006? Maybe you went to a party or watched on TV
as the ball dropped in New York’s Times Square.
Maybe your family has a special food you eat on New
Year’s Day. People all over the world have different
ways of welcoming the start of a new year.  

New Year’s Day, January 1, is a holiday in many countrie
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like picnics on the beach, rodeos, and surf carnivals.

In Spain, it is traditional to eat 12 grapes, one each time a
New Year’s Day. Spanish people say eating grapes
brings good luck.

Some people in the southern United States eat black-
eyed peas and turnip greens on January 1 to bring
good luck earning money in the new year. The peas
represent coins and the greens stand for dollars. 
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new year. The dragon is a symbol of wealth and long life.
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MORE FACTS ABOUT NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS
 People often make New Year’s resolutions. A resolutio
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