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when the Lethargians described their daily schedule
Reading Worksheet B continued

had to share it with other people. I tried reading
some of the funniest passages aloud to my parents,
but they simply nodded and smiled politely befare
moving on to the next discussion topic. No matter.
It certainly didn’t discourage me from continuing
the book.

Every page was more cleverly written than the
last, and I started to carry the novel with me
everywhere [ went: to the bathroom, to church, to
meals. Teven stayed up at night, secretly reading
under the covers, not to find out the outcome of the
plot but to entertain myself with the whimsical
ideas, places, and people that Milo met. The
Phantom Tollbooth is one of the few books I have
ever read where I didn't skip over paragraphs,
eager to find out how the story would resolve itself;
the journey itself was much more important than
the end. I got to thinking that perhaps the book
itself was symbolic of life.

I found myself in a position where I was
dreading reaching the back cover. The end would
mean no more adventures, no more fascinating
people to meet, no more clever plays on words.
However, all good things come to an end, and The

ACTIVITY

that I

Phantom Tollbooth was no exception. When I had
read the very last word of the very last page, I sat
still for a moment to bask in the brilliance of it all,
and then opened the book again to the beginning to
see if perhaps it had magically been transformed
into a sequel. When I found that this was not true, [
flipped through the book reading my favorite parts
again and searching for any paragraphs I had by
chance missed.

Overall, your book taught me a lesson, and a
valuable one at that. [ learned that every moment of
the day is precious, and that once time passes, it
won't come back. Life is short. We might as well
enjoy it while we can. I've been walking with a new
bounce in my step, and when outside, lifting my
face to the sunlight and breathing in the great scent
of life. With the help of The Phantom Tollbooth, I've
realized that every second of the day holds so much
opportunity, and great things are just waiting to
happen. Thank you.

Yours truly,

Frances Choi

Step One. Select a book you read that had special meaning for you.

Step Two. One a sheet of paper, draw two columns. Label one THOUGHTS and the other EMOTIONS. In the
first column, list specific details from the book that triggered a new realization or way of thinking about
someone or someplace or something,. In the second column, list specific details from the book that triggered

vour emotions.

Step Thiree. Draw conclusions about the information you listed in both columns. What link did you discover
between yvour thoughts and your emotions and the characters or events in the books? What did vou learn about

yourselt after reading the book?
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